Boundary violation.
Regulation of the interstate practice of medicine represents a challenge to state medical boards. Although laws prohibiting the unlicensed practice of medicine were originally enacted to protect the public from unqualified practitioners, they could be invoked in a whole host of common clinical situations such as calling in prescriptions to a patient in another state, giving expert testimony in another jurisdiction, or reviewing radiology films on the internet, with potentially serious criminal ramifications. In this article a recent case describing a physician's being prosecuted for the illegal practice of medicine across state lines is presented and followed by a discussion of the numerous ways in which contemporary practitioners are likely to engage in such acts. The function of state medical legislation is explored as it relates to prohibitions on interstate practice. It is suggested that states, and possibly the federal government, should devise legislative solutions to allow for the good faith intermittent practice of interstate medicine.